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When you look up the word "flawed" in the dictionary, it's defined this way:  "characterized by flaws, having imperfections, irregular.  An imperfection, often concealed, that impairs soundness; A defect or shortcoming in something..."  In this series will focus on six individuals from the Bible — Abraham, Moses, David, Eli, Peter and Paul — who were all flawed and yet were all chosen by God to play a significant part in what God was doing for the kingdom.  Their stories remind us all that God is not limited by our shortcomings; in fact, He chooses to use messy people to fulfill His mission. 
In this week’s study, we look at Moses’ burning bush moment – the moment when he almost said ‘no’ to God and to God’s desire to use him for something significant.  Moses, like so many of us, didn’t feel qualified to be used by God.  What can we learn from his burning bush moment?  Let’s find out…
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LEADERS:  We have provided two options to use to introduce this week’s study.  Feel free to use one, both, or neither.  The key is to engage your group in discussion and prepare them for a thoughtful discussion about the times that we, like Moses, make excuses instead of living into what God has called us to do with our gifts.

Introduction Option 1:
· We have all heard heard plenty of excuses in our life time, whether from our children or someone at work, there never seems to be a lack for excuses when something doesn’t get done.   What is the best excuse you’ve ever heard for not getting something done?  What is the worst excuse…?

Fun Fact:

Statistics show that most flat tires occur Monday mornings and Friday afternoons. Why these particular times?  Who knows for certain; but the better question to ask may be this: Are they real flat tires or unverified reports of flat tires?  Think about it, Monday mornings are when most people don’t want to go in to work, and Friday afternoons are when most people don’t want to go back.

· What are some of the things that tempt us to sit on the sidelines instead of using our gifts to serve God?  What are some of the excuses we use for not serving?

Introduction Option 2:
The great violinist, Nicolo Paganini, willed his marvelous violin to Genoa -- the city of his birth -- but only on condition that the instrument never be played upon.  This was, however, an unfortunate request because the violin was made from a peculiarity of wood that needed constant use to maintain its condition.  As long as the violin is used and handled, it shows little wear; but as soon as it is discarded, it begins to decay.

The exquisite, mellow-toned violin has become worm-eaten in its beautiful case, valueless except as a relic.  The moldering instrument is a reminder that a life withdrawn from all service to others loses its meaning.  Gifts that go unused only begin to decay.

· What are some of the things that tempt us to sit on the sidelines instead of using our gifts to serve?  What are some of the excuses we use?

· Do you believe that a gift that goes unused will begin to decay?  Why or why not?
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Read the following passage with your group.  Consider having different people in the group read different sections of the passage.  Once finished, discuss the passage using the questions below:
Exodus 4:1-17  (NIV)

1 Moses answered, "What if they do not believe me or listen to me and say, 'The LORD did not appear to you'?" 2 Then the LORD said to him, "What is that in your hand?"  "A staff," he replied.  3 The LORD said, "Throw it on the ground."  Moses threw it on the ground and it became a snake, and he ran from it. 

4 Then the LORD said to him, "Reach out your hand and take it by the tail." So Moses reached out and took hold of the snake and it turned back into a staff in his hand. 5 "This," said the LORD, "is so that they may believe that the LORD, the God of their fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has appeared to you." 6 Then the LORD said, "Put your hand inside your cloak." So Moses put his hand into his cloak, and when he took it out, it was leprous, like snow. 7 "Now put it back into your cloak," he said. So Moses put his hand back into his cloak, and when he took it out, it was restored, like the rest of his flesh. 8 Then the LORD said, "If they do not believe you or pay attention to the first miraculous sign, they may believe the second. 9 But if they do not believe these two signs or listen to you, take some water from the Nile and pour it on the dry ground. The water you take from the river will become blood on the ground." 

10 Moses said to the LORD, "O Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your servant. I am slow of speech and tongue." 11 The LORD said to him, "Who gave man his mouth? Who makes him deaf or mute? Who gives him sight or makes him blind? Is it not I, the LORD ? 12 Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you what to say." 

13 But Moses said, "O Lord, please send someone else to do it." 14 Then the LORD's anger burned against Moses and he said, "What about your brother, Aaron the Levite? I know he can speak well. He is already on his way to meet you, and his heart will be glad when he sees you. 15 You shall speak to him and put words in his mouth; I will help both of you speak and will teach you what to do. 16 He will speak to the people for you, and it will be as if he were your mouth and as if you were God to him. 17 But take this staff in your hand so you can perform miraculous signs with it."

When faced with God’s call at the burning bush to lead Israel out of Egypt, Moses immediately began making excuses.  The task, it seemed, was too great and Moses was convinced that he was too inadequate for the task.
· What excuses did Moses give God for his innability to lead Israel?  How do these excuses parallel any we use today?

· How does God’s response to Moses reveal both grace and truth?

(Leader:  God was gracious to Moses in that He sent Aaron to aide him, but God also allowed His anger to burn to show Moses that his repeated excuses were a sign of doubt.)
2 Corinthians 12:7-10  (NIV)

7To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. 10That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

Paul was given a incredible gift by God to preach and share with the churches what God had laid on his heart; but Paul also had his weaknesses.  In 2 Corinthians Paul explains that his weakenesses kept him from boasting in his own ability and reliant on God’s strength instead of 
his own.  Many times we look at our weaknesses as reasons we shouldn’t serve God, when perhaps God is wanting to use our weaknesses to show us and others that HE is the true source of strength in life and in ministry.

(LEADER:  You will need to work hard to keep your group focused on the point of this passage.  Don’t allow the study to be hi-jacked by a discussion about what Pauls weakness may have been; instead, keep the group focused on what Paul’s weakness and his response to it can teach us.)
· What do you think Paul meant by boasting in his weakness?  How might this look for us?
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Use these questions to help your group gain a practical application of the story.  Try to get your group talking about real life applications – applications that relate to work, home, family, and friends.

1. What are some of the things that hold us back from serving in the church?

2. How can we begin to look at our weaknesses as assets instead of liabilities?  

3. Many times we feel as though we need a specific spiritual gift (like teaching or encouragement) to be able to serve in the church.  How can gifts like hospitality or even artisitc gifts be used by God both inside and outside of the church?

4. How can we encourage others to use gifts or talents that we see in their lives?  How can we encourage our children to use their gifts for God?

5. Spend a few minutes as a group thinking about your gifts and how they might be used for God.  Encourage each other during that time and help people identify things they might be good at and how those things might be used in the church or in another ministry.  For those unable to determine their “gift,” encourage the group to talk about what they see in that person’s life as a strength.
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