Hard Sayings: Faith that Moves a Mountain, pg. 4
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Hard Sayings of Jesus
Faith that Moves a Mountain
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As creatures of comfort we generally try to avoid uncomfortable places; but as Christians that presents us with a problem because Jesus said some uncomfortable things.  Jesus made some radical statements during His ministry that were hard to swallow, let alone hard to follow!  That’s what this series is all about, wrestling with the hard sayings of Jesus.
This week we’ll look at Christ’s suggestion that if we only had enough faith we could move a mountain.  Is that true?  Does faith, without doubt, really guarantee results when it comes to prayer?  Let’s find out…
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Read this story to your group, then discuss it based on the questions below:

Cable television mogul Ted Turner criticized fundamentalist Christianity and said Jesus would probably "be sick at his stomach" over the way his ideas have been "twisted," the Atlanta Journal-Constitution reported.  

Turner made his remarks Friday evening at a banquet in Orlando, Fla., where he was given an award by the American Humanist Association for his work on behalf of the environment and world peace.  Turner said he had a strict Christian upbringing and at one time considered becoming a missionary. 

“I was saved seven or eight times,” Turner said, but he said he became disenchanted with Christianity after his sister died, despite his prayers. 

Spokesman-Review, May 1, 1990.
· How have you experienced unanswered prayer?  Share a time that you prayed and prayed for something that never happened.  How did that challenge your faith?

· Why is unanswered prayer so difficult?  What does it do to our faith and why?  
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Study and discuss the following passages with your group as you work to discover what it means to pray with faith.
Mark 11:20-25 (NIV)

20In the morning, as they went along, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots. 21Peter remembered and said to Jesus, "Rabbi, look! The fig tree you cursed has withered!"

22"Have faith in God," Jesus answered. 23"I tell you the truth, if anyone says to this mountain, 'Go, throw yourself into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he says will happen, it will be done for him. 24Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours. 25And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins.”
· According to Jesus, what are we to have faith in (what is the object of our faith)?  Why is this important to the passage?  How did Peter lack faith?

(Leaders Note:  Christ calls the disciples to have faith in God.  Faith is nothing unless it is rooted in something deep.  God is the focus of faith and the reason prayers are answered.  Faith doesn’t move mountains, God does.  It is important to note to your group that Peter lacked faith in Christ’s word when He cursed the fig tree.)

· How does Proverbs 28:9 help us understand what Christ means in verse 25?

(Leaders Note:  Have someone in the group read Proverbs 28:9.  According to Scripture, disobedience to God’s law – His Word – is a barrier when seeking God in prayer.  Consider asking your group why that is.)

Faith in God’s ability to do what He says – as opposed to what we say – is crucial to our prayer life.  Have your group read and discuss the following passage.  How does this impact how we pray?

Mark 9:17-24  (NIV)

17A man in the crowd answered, "Teacher, I brought you my son, who is possessed by a spirit that has robbed him of speech. 18Whenever it seizes him, it throws him to the ground. He foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth and becomes rigid. I asked your disciples to drive out the spirit, but they could not."  19"O unbelieving generation," Jesus replied, "how long shall I stay with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring the boy to me."  20So they brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into a convulsion. He fell to the ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth.  21Jesus asked the boy's father, "How long has he been like this?"  "From childhood," he answered. 22"It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill him. But if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us."  23"'If you can'?" said Jesus. "Everything is possible for him who believes."  24Immediately the boy's father exclaimed, "I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!".
The disciples had failed to cast out a demon from a young boy.  When the father of the child encountered Jesus, he asked IF Christ could do anything.  Christ’s response?  “If you can?  Everything is possible for him who believes.”  What the father said next would change his son’s life: “I do believe, help me overcome my unbelief.”  True faith is a belief that God can do what He says. 
· How does this story help us understand how we should pray when we face doubt?
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Use these questions to help your group apply the issue to life.  Try to get your group talking about real life situations with real life application that relate to work, home, family, and friends. 
1.   Is there a difference between putting your faith in God and putting your faith in prayer?  What is the difference?  Why is this important?

2. In the message, Drew suggested that we often go to God assuming that we know what is best for us, resulting in disappointment when God does something different.  How do we avoid this common mistake?

3.   Jesus taught His disciples to pray “your kingdom come, your will be done.”  What does it look like to pray for God’s will?  How do we do that?

4.  Is it selfish to ask God to meet our needs?  What happens when God doesn’t answer?

5.   How do we teach our children to have faith in God in prayer?  How can we help them understand when God doesn’t answer?
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Let us never lose heart in prayer – but let us also remember that God always knows what is best for His children and He alone holds the power to accomplish it.

Keep praying, but be thankful that God's answers are wiser than your prayers!

--William Culbertson

If the request is wrong, God says, "No."

If the timing is wrong, God says, "Slow."

If you are wrong, God says, "Grow."

But if the request is right, the timing is right and you are right, God says, "Go!"

-- Bill Hybels


Other Passages Used in the Message on Unity:

· Zech. 7:11-13

· James 4:2-3

· 1 John 5:14-15
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