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DREAMS DEFERRED
Genesis 37:1-11

OVERVIEW & OBJECTIVE
In this series, The Fine Print – Truth in Advertising for the Christian Life, we explore the reality of the Christian life.  The truth of the matter is, sometimes the Christian life can be painted as this uber-positive-all-my-problems-have-gone-away-since-I-came-to-Jesus kind of existence.  But that’s not the way God works, and that’s certainly not the way life works.
In this series we will study the Old Testament story of Joseph as we explore the life of a man who was obedient to God his whole life; and yet faced abuse, abandonment and injustice.  Where was God in the midst of his suffering?  Remarkably, Joseph not only believed that God was there through it all but also that God was orchestrating every event – even the disastrous ones – for good.  
In this first study, we will begin by exploring the beginning of Joseph’s life – a life filled with hope and the promise of something great only to be followed by years of waiting before God’s promise was ever realized.  What do we do when God puts life on hold?  How do we respond when it feels as though God is not responding?

LEADERS:  The goal of this study is to lead your group to consider what in our character God is choosing to develop as we wait on the fulfillment a dream or a promise.  This study should lead your group to consider issues of character, patience and the role of suffering in producing a greater faith in God.
INTRODUCTION
The purpose of this section is to move your group from an easy question that everyone can answer (which will help get everyone involved for the discussion that follows) to a question that leads them to consider a time when we faced a situation much like Joseph’s:

· Name something that felt as though you had to wait forever before you received or achieved it?   (i.e.  finding your ‘soul mate’, getting married, getting your first house…)
· Share with us an area of your life where you feel that God is making you wait or where you feel like a God-given dream has been put on hold?  
(i.e.  a dream, an answer to a prayer, etc.)
STUDY THE SCRIPTURES

Have someone in your group read Genesis 37, the beginning of the story of Joseph.  As you dive into this Old Testament story, consider what God would have us learn from Joseph’s life and example.  Use the discussion questions below to guide your conversation:
READ:  Genesis 37
· Why was Joseph despised by his brothers?  What actions contributed to their dislike of Joseph? 
[Leaders:  As the youngest son Joseph was favored by his father (vs. 3), a true insult to the oldest son who was typically favored in such a culture.  After sharing the first dream and receiving criticism for it, Joseph naively shares a second (vs. 9-10).  Joseph also takes up a position of ‘manager’ over his brothers, going to check in on them and report back to the father (vs. 14).]
· How do we see Joseph’s dreams deferred in Genesis 37?  What were the obstacles facing the fulfillment of his God-given dreams?

Jeff shared that more important to God than our dreams – even the dreams He gives to us – is our development.  Indeed, God often uses adversity and/or periods of “waiting” in order to develop our character.  Read the following passage with your group and reflect on what it teaches us about this principle:

Romans 5:1-5

1Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand.  And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. 3Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4perseverance, character; and character, hope. 5And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.

· Paul says that, “we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.”  How is this significant?  How does this challenge us as to what our focus should be on? 
· According to Paul, what is the point of suffering and perseverance?

· What does God give us as an assurance and as a provision in the midst of waiting?  How is this significant?
[Leaders:  God does not leave us while we wait – He walks with us and aids us through His presence of the Holy Spirit.]
GOING DEEPER
If your group has the time and is in need of further challenge, have your group consider these Biblical characters and discuss how each faced a dream deferred and what their example teaches us:

Abraham – Waited for decades before experiencing the fulfillment of God’s promise 
of a son.
Moses – After blowing it in Egypt, Moses spent 40 years as a shepherd in the wilderness before God called him back to Egypt to lead Israel to freedom.

David – Anointed as King while Saul was still on the throne. Spent years waiting and running for his life before the promise was fulfilled.

Mary –  Visited in a dream by an angel and told that she would bear the Messiah, only to wait for 30 years until Christ began His ministry and began to fulfill the dream.

Paul – Called to preach the Gospel to the Gentiles only to be led to Arabia and Damascus for 3 years of waiting and training. (Gal. 1:15-24)

· What do each of these examples teach us about waiting?  How did God reveal Himself in each of these situations?

· What other characters can you think of from Scripture that faced a dream deferred during which time God developed their character?

FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION
Use the following questions to help your group consider the practical applications of the principles and passages they have studied together.

1. What is so difficult about waiting?  Why are we so bad at waiting for what God has promised and what can we do to be better at waiting on God?

2. How would you encourage someone who feels as though their God-given dream has been put on hold?   Practically speaking, what would you encourage them to do?

3. Jeff challenged us that we too often fixate on the dream instead of our development.  As a group, talk about one area of your life and/or character where you feel God leading you to develop.  What are some healthy things to pursue for our development?

4. How can we encourage and partner in our children’s character develop?  What practical things can we do to help them think through what God is preparing them for and what they need to do to get ready?
FINISHING OUT

As you close, work again to focus your group members on a specific area in their lives where God may be deferring a God-given dream.  Encourage them to reflect on these things and reflect on how they can be developing right now by doing the following:
· Pass out 3x5 index cards and have everyone write down 1 area in which they feel God has asked them to wait… (i.e.  marriage, family, career, ministry/serving, etc.)
· Beneath that, have everyone write down 1 area in which they may need to develop as an individual – specifically, encourage them to consider an area of character…
· Pray over the group and over those deferred dreams.  Ask God to give everyone clarity as to how they can be developing and pursuing Him in the midst of waiting.

·  As homework, have everyone consider what steps to take to begin developing.
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