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DISAPPOINTMENT WITH JESUS
Matthew 21
Passion Week.  The clearest expression of Christ’s pursuit of man beginning with the Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday and culminating with the greatest outpouring of love ever know through the event of the cross.  And yet in spite of Christ’s great passion for us, our hearts turned from His.

Ultimately the story of Palm Sunday and Passion Week is a story of disappointment.  Christ simply wasn’t what the people expected – nor did He do what the people expected Him to do.  Consequently, praise turned to persecution.  This story of disappointment runs deep not only in the story of Passion Week but in the story of our own interactions with God.  How easy it is for us to approach God with expectations of what He will do; but what happens when He doesn’t meet our expectations?  

In this reflection on Easter and the Passion of Christ we will reflect on the expectations of the people as they awaited “their” Messiah.  We will consider our own expectations of God.  And we will seek to understand what Jerusalem forgot – that Christ came to surpass all expectations and meet our greatest need.

 INTRODUCTION

Use the following group-starter to begin the lesson and lead your group into the discussion.

· Describe a time when your expectations of someone were shattered?  What were you expecting and what did you get?  (an interview; ‘famous’ people you were looking forward to meeting; blind dates; in-laws; etc.)
· Describe a time when you were disappointed with God because He didn’t meet your expectations?  (For instance, a time He didn’t answer a particular prayer or provide in a particular way.)
STUDY THE SCRIPTURES

After being hailed as the Messiah upon His arrival in Jerusalem on what we now call Palm Sunday, Christ quickly dashed the hopes and expectations of the people.  Instead of acting as a political or social leader for the people in their fight against Rome, Christ concerned Himself with the people’s spiritual shortcomings.  

Read this passage from Matthew 21 with your group and discuss the passage based on the questions below:
Matthew 21:6-17 (NIV)

6The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7They brought the donkey and the colt, placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them. 8A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, "Hosanna to the Son of David!" "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!" "Hosanna in the highest!"

 10When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, "Who is this?"  11The crowds answered, "This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee."

12Jesus entered the temple area and drove out all who were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling doves. 13"It is written," he said to them, " 'My house will be called a house of prayer,' but you are making it a 'den of robbers.'" 14The blind and the lame came to him at the temple, and he healed them. 15But when the chief priests and the teachers of the law saw the wonderful things he did and the children shouting in the temple area, "Hosanna to the Son of David," they were indignant.  16"Do you hear what these children are saying?" they asked him. "Yes," replied Jesus, "have you never read, "'From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise'?"  17And he left them and went out of the city to Bethany, where he spent the night.

· Matthew indicates that Christ’s first action in Jerusalem was to bring order to the temple courts.  What does this passage teach us about Christ’s priority?


· In verse 15 Matthew calls Christ’s miracles “wonderful” and yet he says that the leaders were “indignant.”  Why might these leaders be upset with Christ healing people in the temple?

Later, in Matthew 23, Christ confirms His passion for people in spite of their rejection of Him.  Read this passage from Matthew 23 and discuss it based on the questions below:
Matthew 23:37 (NIV)

37"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing."
· What do you think Christ meant when He said that we “were not willing” to come to Him?  How was this true of Jerusalem?  How is it true of us today?
Hundreds of years before Christ’s birth the prophet Isaiah wrote these words about the coming of the Messiah.  Read Isaiah 53 together and discuss it based on the questions below:
Matthew 23:37 (NIV)

37"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing."
· What do you think is meant by Isaiah’s comments in verse 2 that there was nothing in Christ to attract us to Him?  What does this statement say about Christ?  What does this statement say about us?
· How does verse 4 predict the Easter story?  Explain.
 FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION
Use these questions to help your group apply what they have studied.  Try to get your group talking about real life situations with practical, real life applications.
1. Disappointments with God often come when He doesn’t meet up to our expectations.  What encouragement would you offer someone who is struggling with disappointment over what God has not done or not provided in his or her life?  
2. C.S. Lewis once said that we settle for less than what Christ is offering.  Do you agree with this statement?  How so?  What are some of the things we “settle” for?

3. What does it look like to trust God when He isn’t doing what we expect?  How do we do this?  What practical things can we do to strengthen our faith in these times?  
4. What first comes to mind when you think of your “greatest need?”  How can we move from thinking about our greatest need as material things to an understanding that our greatest need is spiritual?  What can help keep us focused on the right things?

5. Why do you think our view of God is so often influenced by our personal comfort or our circumstances?  How can this be dangerous?  How do we move beyond this?
6. Read Hebrews 7:23-25.  How has Christ surpassed all expectation and provided for our greatest need?  How should His ongoing action of interceding on our behalf encourage us?  How can we use this to encourage others?

 FINISHING OUT
Consider spending some time as you close serving communion in your group.  Consider reading Matthew’s “upper room discourse” to prepare people for this time (Matthew 26:17-30).  Take some time to serve each other by passing a loaf of bread around the group and having each person tear off a piece, followed by a cup in which each member dips their bread.  Take communion together and celebrate together the fact that Christ came and surpassed our human expectations to meet our greatest and deepest need.










