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Blind to Justice: Micah
PREFACE 

In this summer series called “Blind Spots,” we'll take a look at some of the Old Testament prophets: Hosea, Amos, Jonah, Micah, Zechariah and Malachi.  Though small in size and sometimes easy to miss when flipping through the Bible, these books have powerful truths designed to bring into focus the things we often miss – things that are important to God that often times get pushed out of focus.

In this week’s study we look at the prophet Micah as we examine God’s heart for justice.  To God, justice goes far beyond simply dealing “justly” with our sin.  Scripture is clear that to God, true justice is caring for the forgotten and the abused.  In the book of Micah, God issues a stern warning against His people for forgetting these people and for turning a blind eye to justice.
 INTRODUCTION

Use one or both of the following group-starter to begin the lesson and lead your group into the discussion.

· When you think about justice, what comes to mind?  
(Leaders, justice is a sensitive issue for some; and a difficult issue for many. Encourage your group as you begin tonights discussion to be open, honest and understanding of each other.  Seek to ensure that tonight remains a discussion and not a debate.) 

· Think of a current issue near to us (in our community or in our nation) that is ‘unjust.’  What is it?  How might this issue be uncomfortable to deal with?
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STUDY THE SCRIPTURES

Read the following passage with your group.  Consider having someone in the group read the passage.  Once finished, discuss the passage using the questions below:
Micah 2:1-9  (NIV)

1 Woe to those who plan iniquity, to those who plot evil on their beds! At morning's light they carry it out because it is in their power to do it. 2 They covet fields and seize them, and houses, and take them. They defraud a man of his home, a fellowman of his inheritance. 3 Therefore, the LORD says: "I am planning disaster against this people, from which you cannot save yourselves. You will no longer walk proudly, for it will be a time of calamity.” 

4 In that day men will ridicule you; they will taunt you with this mournful song: 'We are utterly ruined; my people's possession is divided up. He takes it from me! He assigns our fields to traitors.' " 5 Therefore you will have no one in the assembly of the LORD to divide the land by lot.

 6 "Do not prophesy," their prophets say. "Do not prophesy about these things; disgrace will not overtake us." 7 Should it be said, O house of Jacob: "Is the Spirit of the LORD angry? Does he do such things?" "Do not my words do good to him whose ways are upright? 8 Lately my people have risen up like an enemy. You strip off the rich robe from those who pass by without a care, like men returning from battle.  9 You drive the women of my people from their pleasant homes. You take away my blessing from their children forever.”

· How does this passage define injustice?  What examples does it give?

(Leaders: Encourage the group to make observations on the passage and pay careful attention to verses 1-3 to answer this question.  In his message, Drew argued that injustice occurs when those with power use their power to abuse those without power.  How is that happening here?)
· How does this passage show the people’s disregard for the issue of justice?

(Leaders: Focus on verse 6.  When confronted with the truth through the prophets the people stiffled their message.  Does this happen today?  How?)
Read the following passage from the Minor Prophet Zechariah.  How does Zechariah reveal God’s heart for the oppressed?  What would he have us do?

Zechariah 7:8-14  (NIV)

8 And the word of the LORD came again to Zechariah: 9 "This is what the LORD Almighty says: 'Administer true justice; show mercy and compassion to one another. 10 Do not oppress the widow or the fatherless, the alien or the poor. In your hearts do not think evil of each other.' 

 11 "But they refused to pay attention; stubbornly they turned their backs and stopped up their ears. 12 They made their hearts as hard as flint and would not listen to the law or to the words that the LORD Almighty had sent by his Spirit through the earlier prophets. So the LORD Almighty was very angry. 

 13 " 'When I called, they did not listen; so when they called, I would not listen,' says the LORD Almighty. 14 'I scattered them with a whirlwind among all the nations, where they were strangers. The land was left so desolate behind them that no one could come or go. This is how they made the pleasant land desolate.' 
· According to Zechariah, how does God define justice?  Who should be the object of our compassion?

· What was the people’s response to God’s call to share His heart for justice?  What was God’s response to the people?  What does God’s response tell us about how significant this issue is to Him?

(Leaders: Once again, encourage the group to make observations on the passage.  Describe the numerous actions the people took.  What verbs are used?  What actions are seen?  What does this tell us?)
 FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION
Use these questions to help your group apply what they have studied.  Try to get your group talking about real life situations with practical, real life applications.
1. What makes the conversation of justice difficult?  What keeps us from ‘embracing’ those like the poor, the oppressed, the alien, the fatherless and the widow?  Be honest…

2. The Bible speaks about showing compassion to the poor specifically over 2,100 times!  Why do you think God cares so deeply for this demographic?  Do you think this demographic is overlooked today?  Do you think the poor are overlooked by the church?  How?  Why?
3. Many are quick to note that justice does not ignore the law but rather upholds it and that those who break the law deserve what they get.  How did God show us justice for our sin?  What does His example teach us about balancing justice and compassion together?
4. Drew mentioned that we can often treat justice as a social issue instead of a spiritual one.  How do we do that?  How can we change our mindset toward justice so that it is more in line with God’s?  

5. What are some of the ‘injustices’ in our community?  What do you think we should be doing about them?  What makes this difficult?

6. How can we teach our children to care about issues in the world such as poverty and oppression? How can we help them care about these issues when they seem so far away?  Make practical and specific suggestions.

ONE STEP DEEPER
If your group is spiritually strong and in need of a greater challenge, consider asking the following:  


Zechariah 7 mentions showing justice to the alien, specifically.  

· What does God command the people of Israel to do with aliens according to Leviticus 19:33-34?  Why reason does God give for showing compassion on aliens?
· How can we show compassion on those we consider aliens while still upholding the law?  Is there room for compassion?  How?    
(Leaders, remind your group of God’s example to us and His perfect balance of justice for sin and compassion even though we deserved wrath.)

FINISHING OUT
As you wrap up with your group, spend some time revisiting some of the fears we have and the people we struggle to reach.  Pray together as a group for courage and, most of all, for opportunities to be the hands and feet of Jesus Christ who Himself chose to dine with the poor and oppressed.










