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Blind to God: Hosea
PREFACE 

In this summer series called “Blind Spots,” we'll take a look at some of the Old Testament prophets: Hosea, Amos, Jonah, Micah, Zechariah and Malachi.  Though small in size and sometimes easy to miss when flipping through the Bible, these books have powerful truths designed to bring into focus the things we often miss – things that are important to God that often times get pushed out of focus.

In this study, we’ll discuss the Minor Prophet of Hosea as we ask the question, “What things that distract us from pursuing a deep relationship with God?”  Let’s look together at what Hosea can teach us about our priorities and where God should fit in our lives…

 INTRODUCTION

Use one or both of the following group-starter to begin the lesson and lead your group into the discussion.

· What is the biggest distraction in your life?
· Share a time in your life in which you committed to something but failed to stay committed.  What happened?  What events led to you losing focus?
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STUDY THE SCRIPTURES

In the book of Hosea, God tells the prophet Hosea to marry a woman with a distracted spirit; quite literally, God said she was inclination to be unfaithful.  After she was unfaithful to Hosea, God tells the prophet to take her back and love her again.  This was God’s metaphor for the way His people fail to acknowledge their commitment to Him and the unending love that God has in spite of their unfaithfulness.  This passage from Hosea 4 summarizes the charges God brings against His people:

Hosea 4:1-12 (NIV)

1 Hear the word of the LORD, you Israelites, because the LORD has a charge to bring against you who live in the land: "There is no faithfulness, no love, no acknowledgment of God in the land. 2 There is only cursing, lying and murder, stealing and adultery; they break all bounds, and bloodshed follows bloodshed. 3 Because of this the land mourns, and all who live in it waste away; the beasts of the field and the birds of the air and the fish of the sea are dying. 4 "But let no man bring a charge, let no man accuse another, for your people are like those who bring charges against a priest. 5 You stumble day and night, and the prophets stumble with you.  So I will destroy your mother - 6 my people are destroyed from lack of knowledge. "Because you have rejected knowledge, I also reject you as my priests; because you have ignored the law of your God, I also will ignore your children. 7 The more the priests increased, the more they sinned against me; they exchanged their Glory for something disgraceful. 8 They feed on the sins of my people and relish their wickedness. 9 And it will be: Like people, like priests. I will punish both of them for their ways and repay them for their deeds. 10 "They will eat but not have enough; they will engage in prostitution but not increase, because they have deserted the LORD to give themselves 11 to prostitution, to old wine and new, which take away the understanding 12 of my people.  They consult a wooden idol and are answered by a stick of wood. A spirit of prostitution leads them astray; they are unfaithful to their God.

· The word “acknowledge” (see verse 1) literally means to “be deeply committed or attached to” something.  Knowing this, what is God really asking of His people in this passage?

· Summarize this passage in a sentence or two.  What is the biggest problem that God has with His people?

John 8:1-11 (NIV)

1Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them. 3The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group 4and said to Jesus, "Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. 5In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?" 6They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him. But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. 7When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, "If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her." 8Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. 9At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. 10Jesus straightened up and asked her, "Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?" 11"No one, sir," she said. "Then neither do I condemn you," Jesus declared. "Go now and leave your life of sin."
· According to verse 6, why were the Jewish leaders asking Jesus about this woman?  How does Jesus respond to their charge in verse 7? 

· How does Jesus’ response in John 8 reflect God’s attitude in Hosea?
(see especially Hosea 3:1 and 14:1-2)

 FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION
Use these questions to help your group apply what they have studied.  Try to get your group talking about real life situations with practical, real life applications.
1. How can be better determine when our relationship with God is moving towards routine?  How can we pay attention to the warning signs sooner and prevent distractions from getting the best of us?

2. Often, the things we are distracted by are good and even necessary things yet they can consume so much of our time that we lose track of God.  How do you know when you’ve crossed the line from being involved in good things to being so committed to things that you struggle to commit to God?

3. In both of these passages above, God seems very willing for His people to return to Him.  How should this influence our reactions to others in our own relationships?

4. What are some ways that you have made your relationship with God a routine instead of a relationship?  What is one thing you can do to ‘deeply connect’ again with God?

5. Based on the book of Hosea, what would you say to a person who was committed to a relationship and yet felt that the other person was not committed to them?

FINISHING OUT
As you wrap up with your group, spend some time discussing some of the things that the group has committed to doing in order to “acknowledge” God and connect more deeply with Him.   Remind them of the challenge to consider one thing that they will change; perhaps one thing that they will stop doing and one thing that they will start doing in order to grow more in their relationship with God.
Having shared some of these requests, take some time to pray for each other as you seek to grow.  












