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Blinded by the Bubble: Jonah
PREFACE 

In this summer series called “Blind Spots,” we'll take a look at some of the Old Testament prophets: Hosea, Amos, Jonah, Micah, Zechariah and Malachi.  Though small in size and sometimes easy to miss when flipping through the Bible, these books have powerful truths designed to bring into focus the things we often miss – things that are important to God that often times get pushed out of focus.

In this week’s study we look at the prophet Jonah as we examine the lessons that Jonah learned after coming face to face with God’s grace directed at a city Jonah simply didn’t want to see saved.  What does Jonah teach us about God’s heart – and what does he teach us about ours?  
 INTRODUCTION

Use one or both of the following group-starter to begin the lesson and lead your group into the discussion.

· Share a time when your boundaries were broken by witnessing someone act differently than you expected.  – OR –   Share a time when you moved beyond your boundaries and saw God work.  What happened?  What did you learn?
· What makes it so difficult to move beyond our boundaries and connect with the people we have judged to be “different than us?”  What are some of the things that make us look at others as “different than us?”
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STUDY THE SCRIPTURES

Read Jonah chapter 4 with your group.  Consider having different people in the group read different sections of the passage.  Once finished, discuss the passage using the questions below:
Jonah 4:1-11  (NIV)

1 But Jonah was greatly displeased and became angry. 2 He prayed to the LORD, "O LORD, is this not what I said when I was still at home? That is why I was so quick to flee to Tarshish. I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity. 3 Now, O LORD, take away my life, for it is better for me to die than to live." 

4 But the LORD replied, "Have you any right to be angry?" 

5 Jonah went out and sat down at a place east of the city. There he made himself a shelter, sat in its shade and waited to see what would happen to the city. 6 Then the LORD God provided a vine and made it grow up over Jonah to give shade for his head to ease his discomfort, and Jonah was very happy about the vine. 7 But at dawn the next day God provided a worm, which chewed the vine so that it withered. 8 When the sun rose, God provided a scorching east wind, and the sun blazed on Jonah's head so that he grew faint. He wanted to die, and said, "It would be better for me to die than to live." 

9 But God said to Jonah, "Do you have a right to be angry about the vine?" "I do," he said. "I am angry enough to die." 

10 But the LORD said, "You have been concerned about this vine, though you did not tend it or make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight. 11 But Nineveh has more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell their right hand from their left, and many cattle as well. Should I not be concerned about that great city?"

· Looking at this passage, what are some of the differences between Jonah and God?  (Leaders: Use the following questions to help your group if needed)
· What is Jonah’s emotion in the first part of the passage?  What is God’s emotion according to verse 3?

· What is Jonah’s value for life compared to God’s? (see vs. 3, 8-9 and 11)

· What is Jonah’s concern?  What is God’s?  (vs. 10-11)

Drew mentioned that many times fears keep us from a focus on God’s call to “go.”  Read the following passage from Galatians and consider how Peter’s fears – and ours – keep us from truly embracing those beyond our boundaries:

Galatians 2:11-16  (NIV)

11When Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he was clearly in the wrong. 12Before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group. 13The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray.

14When I saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of the gospel, I said to Peter in front of them all, "You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How is it, then, that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs? 

15"We who are Jews by birth and not 'Gentile sinners' 16know that a man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by observing the law, because by observing the law no one will be justified. 
· Verse 12 mentions that Peter was afraid of what those in the circumcision group – meaning the Jews – would think of him eating with the Gentiles.  Why do you think Peter feared this?

 FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION
Use these questions to help your group apply what they have studied.  Try to get your group talking about real life situations with practical, real life applications.
1. Jonah had to be challenged to get out of his comfort zone and care about people.  What is your “comfort-zone?”  What is uncomfortable for you to do with people?  Why?
2. What are some of the things inside our church that we can tend to care more about than people?  What concerns do we need to give up in exchange for people?
3. Drew mentioned that we can often times allow our boundaries to become bubbles that protect us from those we are called to reach.  What warning signs might indicate that we have allowed boundaries to become a ‘safe’ bubble?   (Consider fears, behaviors, actions, etc.)

4. What are some of the fears that can keep us from embracing those outside of our boundaries?  How can we overcome them?  

5. Who are some of the people that we (as the Christian community) fear the most?  How can we communicate to them the love of Jesus Christ?
ONE STEP DEEPER
If your group is spiritually strong and in need of a greater challenge, consider asking the following:  


Three times in chapter 4 of Jonah we read that God “provided”…  

· Do you think that it is strange that God “provided” some things that were intentionally uncomfortable for Jonah?  Was this unfair of God?  
· What does this say about what God is willing to do in our own lives in order to mature us?  
· Which is more important to God – character or comfort?  How have you seen this in your own life?

FINISHING OUT
As you wrap up with your group, spend some time revisiting some of the fears we have and the people we struggle to reach.  Pray together as a group for courage and, most of all, for opportunities to “go” beyond our boundaries and share the grace of God with those God is desperate to save. 










