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Adonijah’s Ascendance
Power
PREFACE 
King David was a great warrior.  He killed a lion, a bear and giant Goliath without the help of an army.  But he was also a passionate worshiper.  He was a “man after God’s own heart.”  Unfortunately, in spite of all of his strengths, David was a lousy father.  In spite of the passion we see in David’s life for doing what is right, he failed to act when his sons set a course towards destroying their own lives by misusing what God had given them.

In this new series, we take a look at three wonderful – and incredibly powerful – gifts from God as seen through the lives of David’s sons Amnon, Solomon and Adonijah.  These men took God’s gifts of Sex, Money & Power and misused them in tragic ways.   God intended these gifts to be good, but too often they are used irresponsibly.
In this study, we examine the life of David’s son Adonijah.  With a desire for the throne, Adonijah abused his power in an attempt to gain more – seeking to serve his own adgenda instead of using his power to serve others.  What can his mistakes teach us about navigating this area of our own lives?  What power do we hold that God is calling us to use wisely for His kingdom purposes instead of our own?  Let’s take a look…
INTRODUCTION

Use the following questions to get people to open up about our stewardship of power.
· Who is the most powerful person you have worked for or “served under”?  What made them powerful?  How did they use their power?
· Think of someone who – although “powerful” – sought to serve instead of be served?  How were they viewed?  What impression did they leave on people?
STUDY THE SCRIPTURES

Message Reflection:  1 Kings 1 & 2:13-27.  Reflect on the story of Adonijah as you begin.  Ask someone in the group to recount the story for you – perhaps reading the story to the group.  Ask the group to share their thoughts or reflections on the story and on what they heard from Jeff.
· Describe Adonijah’s problem and sin?  How did he abuse his power?  How did he use his position to serve himself and attempt to gain more power?
· Even when Adonijah was shown grace and given a second chance, he still sought to gain power and serve himself?  What are some of the ways that we use our power to try to gain more or serve ourselves instead of others?

· Think through the areas of power Jeff challenged us to consider in our own lives:

· Extra

· Privilege  (Environment)
· Position

· Education

· Voting / Politics

· Collective Power  (Group/Church Influence)
How can these be seen these as areas of power in your life?  Which area was a revelation for you?

Read the following story from Genesis 45 and consider its example of the use of power and the challenge it leaves for us:

Genesis 45:1-19  (NIV)
1 Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all his attendants, and he cried out, "Have everyone leave my presence!" So there was no one with Joseph when he made himself known to his brothers. 2 And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard him, and Pharaoh's household heard about it. 3 Joseph said to his brothers, "I am Joseph! Is my father still living?" But his brothers were not able to answer him, because they were terrified at his presence.  4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, "Come close to me." When they had done so, he said, "I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! 5 And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you. 6 For two years now there has been famine in the land, and for the next five years there will not be plowing and reaping. 7 But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance.  8 "So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me father to Pharaoh, lord of his entire household and ruler of all Egypt. 9 Now hurry back to my father and say to him, 'This is what your son Joseph says: God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; don't delay. 10 You shall live in the region of Goshen and be near me—you, your children and grandchildren, your flocks and herds, and all you have. 11 I will provide for you there, because five years of famine are still to come. Otherwise you and your household and all who belong to you will become destitute.' 12 "You can see for yourselves, and so can my brother Benjamin, that it is really I who am speaking to you. 13 Tell my father about all the honor accorded me in Egypt and about everything you have seen. And bring my father down here quickly."  14 Then he threw his arms around his brother Benjamin and wept, and Benjamin embraced him, weeping. 15 And he kissed all his brothers and wept over them. Afterward his brothers talked with him. 16 When the news reached Pharaoh's palace that Joseph's brothers had come, Pharaoh and all his officials were pleased. 17 Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Tell your brothers, 'Do this: Load your animals and return to the land of Canaan, 18 and bring your father and your families back to me. I will give you the best of the land of Egypt and you can enjoy the fat of the land.'  19 "You are also directed to tell them, 'Do this: Take some carts from Egypt for your children and your wives, and get your father and come. 20 Never mind about your belongings, because the best of all Egypt will be yours.' "
· What is the context of the story?  How does that impact our impression of what is happening here in Genesis 45?  [Have someone review the story of Joseph up to this point for the group.]
· Review all the characters in the story – each of them has (or had at one point) tremendous power.  How did each of the characters in the story choose to use their power?  Based on their actions, what was their ultimate goal or motive?
· According to Joseph, where did his power come from?  [See verses 7-8]  How does this understanding influence his life and response to others?
FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION
Based on the passages and the message, use the following questions to lead your group in a discussion on the stewardship of power:
1. Why do you think we struggle to view ourselves as people of “power”?  What do you think someone in Ethiopia would say about your power?  What would they highlight as a privilege that you possess?
2. Which area of power (Extra, Privilege, Position, Education, Voting, Collective) was the most convicting for you in terms of your ability and responsibility?  Why?  

[Leaders Note:  Use follow up questions to get the group talking about where – in their spheres of influence (work, school, etc.) – they might be able to make an impact by serving others with their power?]
3. How has God modeled for us the proper use of power?  Cite some ways in which He has modeled for us how we are to use our power.
4. How can the use or abuse of our own power – either for ourselves or for others – impact people’s perspectives on our faith?  How have you seen people impacted by your use of power?
5. How do we begin to teach our children about the power they are inheriting and their responsibility to use it wisely for God and for others?  What things can we do to instill a servant spirit in them?
FINISHING OUT

Have your group consider this story as you close:
As a new missionary, Herbert Jackson was assigned a car that would not start without a push.  After pondering his problem, he devised a plan:  He went to the school near his home, got permission to take some children out of class, and had them push his car off. As he made his rounds, he would either park on a hill or leave the engine running. He used this ingenious procedure for two years. 
Ill health finally forced the Jackson family to leave and a new missionary came to fill his position. When Jackson proudly began to explain his arrangement for getting the car started, the new man began looking under the hood. Before the explanation was even complete the new missionary interrupted, “Why, Dr. Jackson, I believe the only trouble is this loose cable.”  He gave the cable a twist, stepped into the car, turned the key, and to Jackson’s astonishment, the engine roared to life. 
For two years needless trouble had become routine.  The power was there all the time.  Only a loose connection kept Herbert Jackson from putting that power to work. 
Ephesians l:18-19 tells us, “I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.”  We have incomparable power at our disposal – the key is, how well are we connected to it?



As you close tonight, pray that God would help us better understand the power He has entrusted to us and that He would reveal areas in our lives where we can invest and serve others with what He has given us.
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