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•Kenny Rogers• 
the gambler



 We all want to make the most of what we have and hear others say, 
“Now that’s a person who really lived. They made it count—they hit 
the jackpot.”

But the truth is, the odds are stacked against us living that type of 
life. Most people miss it. I’m convinced there are five big bad bets 
that many of us stake our lives upon: things we wager our chips 
on that seem to promise so much but, in actuality, deliver so little. 
Whether we know it or not, these things are working against us and 
holding us back from joy, meaning, and significance.

Jesus came to offer us a different way to live. He wants to guide us 
to a life that is really life. His way is counter-intuitive in our culture 
and will often cost us something in the short term. But if we double 
down on what He tells us to do, it’s guaranteed to deliver.

When it comes to 
the way we live, who 

doesn’t want to gobig?
Over the next five sessions, I invite you to join me as we examine 
how we play the game of life. We’ll look to God’s wisdom to 
uncover some of the bad bets we base our lives upon. You’ll want 
to grab a few friends because this journey isn’t meant to be done 
alone—we go further and faster together. Feel free to organize 
your own group or jump into one at the church. 

You’ll find all you need here in this written guide, along with  
five video teaching sessions available to stream for free at 
chaseoaks.org/thegamble.

I can’t wait to hear how God works in your life over these next 
few weeks. Thanks for jumping in!

JEFF JONES 
Senior Pastor of Chase Oaks Church
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NAME THE GAME

SET THE TABLE

CLOSER LOOK ACTIVITIES

DAILY DEVOTIONALS

SHUFFLE THE DECK

This guide is here to help you have a great journey. Here’s a brief overview 
of the different sections of this study.

Each session will look at a specific bad bet we face in our culture. To get 
started, read this brief introduction together and consider a question or 
two, in order to prep for the discussion ahead.

After the starter questions, watch a short teaching video from Jeff Jones, 
Senior Pastor at Chase Oaks Church. This video (typically six to nine 
minutes long) will help you think about the bad bet and what the Bible has 
to say about it. 

This section has reflection exercises to wrap up your group discussion 
time. Do these short activities to help your group apply the concepts of the 
study and take them to a deeper level.

If you want to explore the concepts further on your own during the week, 
we’ve provided five short Bible verses and reflections for you to read. 
These devotionals will provide a great way to connect with God’s Word in 
between sessions.

In this section, you and your group will discuss the video from Jeff, read 
the Bible together, and think about how these concepts relate to your own 
lives. Please note: this section is a guide, not a restraint. You don’t need 
to go through every question; you may even come up with better ones of 
your own, which is great!
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THE WINNING 
COMBO

GET IN A GROUP
The Gamble is a group experience. If you’re not in a group, feel free to form your 
own, or go to chaseoaks.org/thegamble to find one. 

SHOW UP
Try to be at every group meeting. It takes time and commitment for people to 
move from being friendly with one another to becoming true friends. 

JOIN IN
Do your best to participate. Your voice matters. 

BE REAL
You don’t have to bare your soul—just be yourself.

KEYS TO A SUCCESSFUL EXPERIENCE


